
 

Hoosier Chapter, JACL 

Calendar of Events 
 

 

Saturday, February 17  
(1:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m.)  

Shinnenkai  
Irvington Presbyterian Church 
55 Johnson Ave., Indianapolis 

Monday, February 19 
Day of Remembrance 

Various activities nationally;  
Visit https://jacl.org/events/day-

of-remembrance/ 
 

Monday, February 19 
(Noon—1:15 p.m.) 
IU and Japanese  

Americans: Banned Then,  
Storytellers Today  

IU Asian Culture Center 
807 E. 10th St., Bloomington 

Contact Eric Langowski at     
erhlango@gmail.com or   

at 317-993-7184 
 

Saturday, March 31  
(1:00 p.m.) 

Hiroshige’s “Famous Views in 
the 60-Odd Provinces” Tour 

Newfields 
4000 N. Michigan, Indianapolis 

Reservations Required 
Contact:  Elinor Hanasono  
(hana@iquest.net) or Oren 
Cooley (pastpfct@aol.com) 

 
Sunday, June 24 

(Noon—5:00 p.m.) 
2018 Asian Fest 

Asian American Alliance  
Country Theme: Burma 
Indiana State Museum 

650 W. Washington St., Indy 
www.aaalliance.org 

President’s Message 

It is a privilege to be able to work with this updated JACL Hoosier Chapter Board for all of 
2018 and 2019:   
 

 Anne Moore, our former President, continues on with the Board as “ex-officio”—which 
means “out of duty” in Latin.  We are all grateful for her past service and lucky to have her 
as a resource as we move forward. I am pretty sure she will find some duties to perform! 

 Elinor Hanasono will be our Secretary as well as sharing all her knowledge with her fellow 
Board members.  If she didn’t greet you with a warm smile and handshake at our last 
event, you somehow managed to slip in the side door and got past her. 

 Mari Langowski will be our Membership Coordinator.  We are all membership advocators 
for JACL:  Invite your friends and colleagues to our events; they are sure to feel welcomed. 

 Oren Cooley continues as Newsletter Editor, always looking for your recipes and JA-
related news. 

 Yas Matsumoto is our Ways and Means Chair.  Our chapter is self-funded; it doesn’t take a 
lot of money to do what we do, but it does take some.  More information about fundraising 
activities will be forthcoming as this year progresses.   

 Nancy Conner continues on as our Chapter Historian and website master.   We definitely 
appreciate that sort of dedication and her attention to detail. 

 Ken Matsumoto is our Scholarship/Youth Chairman as well as being a former President of 
the Chapter (twice)—helping to keep a hand on the rudder.  

 Ron Campbell continues on as our Chapter Treasurer; I think he has been doing this role 
since back when coins still had silver in them. 

 Jerry Montgomery is our Program Chair.  He’d love to hear your ideas about what sort of 
programs you’d like to participate in. 

 David Suzuki is our Anti-Hate Liaison, working as an ally and an advocate in safeguarding 
civil and human rights.  David also has the wisdom of a former Chapter President to share. 

 Eric Langowski is our Anti-Hate vice chair taking the JACL message out into the world.  
Eric is involved with JACL out in the District and Nationally in four roles!:  As Youth Repre-
sentative, Midwest District Council; Midwest Youth Representative, National Youth/Student 
Council;  Chair, Nominations Committee; and Treasurer, National Youth/Student Council.  
When does he find time to do his homework his parents wonder. 

 

In addition to these roles, each of the Board members picks a chapter event or two a year to 
organize and lead.  It’s fun to work on the details of bringing an event together and seeing the 
joy on people’s faces there; ask any of us how you could join in the planning at one of our 
events, with a one time simple commitment of your time and talents.   We also have a com-
mitted telephone committee of Kate Ase and Tae Carter who you should hear from with a 
personal invitation before our events.  And, we’ll continue to send out e-mail reminders about 
once a month to stay connected between newsletter editions. 
 

I am looking forward to another two good years of potlucks, programs and camaraderie, 
where I can continue to learn something from you all and help to move us into a brighter fu-
ture together.  I have been blessed to have the Hoosier Chapter in my life, keeping my JA 
wife Mari connected to her roots, and all the kindness you have shared doing your part to 
help raise my sons Simon and Eric into fine young men with a JA identity.   Of my four grand-
parents, three were born overseas, so I can relate to the Sansei experience, even being a tall 
white guy with a Polish last name.  I married into the JA community, and it has been a fruitful 
and uplifting marriage between JACL and me.    
 

Let’s make the next 42 years of Hoosier Chapter history as rich as the last 42 years. 
   

       Best Regards, Peter Langowski    
 

P.S.  Please feel free to contact me about anything related to JACL at 317-509-3342 or at 
mandplango@gmail.com 
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Day of Remembrance: 

Bloomington Event  

 
Eric Langowski of the JACL Hoosier 
Chapter has coordinated a Day of Re-
membrance event on the Indiana Uni-
versity campus in Bloomington. 
 
The event, entitled IU and Japanese 
Americans: Banned Then, Storytellers 
Today, will occur from noon to 1:15 
p.m. on Monday, February 19, at the IU 
Asian Culture Center (807 E. 10th St.).   
 
Reflecting on the signing of Executive 
Order 9066, the event will include a 
screening of The Orange Story and 
excerpts from Seppuku, films both 
made by fourth-generation Japanese 
American storytellers. Attendees will 
discuss how the telling of such stories 
can make a difference. 
 
In addition, participants will discuss the 
university’s relationship with this histo-
ry.  On Feb. 19, 1942, President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Or-
der 9066, authorizing the internment of 
tens of thousands of American citizens 
of Japanese ancestry. Sharing in the 
hysteria, the IU Board of Trustees vot-
ed on May 9, 1942 to bar the admission 
of Japanese American students to IU.  
 
If you are considering traveling to 
Bloomington to participate, please con-
tact Eric Langowski at 317-993-7184 or 
at erhlango@gmail.com for additional 
details and parking suggestions. 
 

JACL Raises Dues  

 

JACL National has raised the dues $5 
for the following membership catego-
ries: 
 
Regular/Individual:  From $60 to  
        $65 per year 
Couple/Family:        From $105 to  
                                $110 per year 
Student/Youth:        From $25 to  
                                $30 per year 
 
The senior rate remains unchanged at 
$48 per year. 
 

In Memoriam 

 

Hiroko Johnson, long-time Hoosier 
chapter friend, passed away on       
February 1, 2018, in Chicago. 

Ring in the New Year with Hoosier Chapter JACL as we celebrate Shinnenkai with 
a pitch-in luncheon at the Irvington Presbyterian Church at 1:00 pm. on Saturday, 
February 17.  The church is located at 55 Johnson Avenue, Indianapolis. 
 
The Year of the Dog will be presented by Jerry Montgomery, and a short video re-
capturing chapter events in 2017 will be shown by George Hanasono. 
 
Traditional ozoni (Japanese New Year soup) will be pre-
pared by Yas Matsumoto, George Hanasono and Nancy 
Sinclair, using Tae Carter’s recipe.  
 
Please bring a covered dish to share for our pitch-in 
luncheon: meat, salad, vegetable, rice or dessert.  A vari-
ety of drinks, eating utensils and paper goods will be pro-
vided.  
 
Please contact Elinor Hanasono at hana@iquest.net or 317-848-7950 if you plan 
to attend.  As always, friends and family are welcome! 
 
Directions: Take Washington Street to Audubon Road. At the stop light, turn south 
onto Audubon Rd. The Irvington Public Library will be on the right as you turn. 
Take the second right into the library’s parking lot and drive across the parking lot 
toward the church. Look for signs and park near the east entrance of the church, 
entering the church by the outside basement stairs.  

Shinnenkai Celebration February 17 

Day of Remembrance February 19 

February 19 is a significant date for the Japanese American community. On this day 
in 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066. 
 
This order gave the U.S. Army 
the authority to remove civilians 
from the military zones estab-
lished in Washington, Oregon 
and California during WWII. The 
forced removal and incarceration 
of some 120,000 Americans of 
Japanese ancestry living on the 
West Coast meant that they had 
to abandon their jobs, their 
homes and their lives, and were 
sent to one of ten internment 
camps scattered in desolate, 
remote regions of the country.  
 
No Japanese Americans were ever charged, much less convicted, of espionage or 
sabotage against the United States. Yet, they were targeted, rounded up and impris-
oned for years, simply for having the “face of the enemy”. 
 
Every February, the Japanese American community commemorates Executive Or-
der 9066 as a reminder of the impact the incarceration experience has had on those 
families, their communities and the nation. It also is an opportunity to educate others 
on the fragility of civil liberties in times of crisis, and the importance of remaining 
vigilant in protecting the rights and freedoms of all. 
 
For information on Day of Remembrance events held throughout the country, please 
visit https://jacl.org/events/day-of-remembrance/. 
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From the Book Shelf . . .  

 

Just Americans: How Japanese 
Americans Won a War at Home and 
Abroad: The Story of the 100th Bat-
talion/442d Regimental Combat 
Team in World War II 
by Robert Asahina.  
 
The book docu-
ments the story of 
the Japanese 
American 100th 
Battalion/442d 
Regimental Com-
bat Team of World 
War II, a segregat-
ed unit of Japa-
nese American 
soldiers that be-
came the nation's most decorated 
unit, in an account that traces their 
pivotal contributions in October and 
November of 1944. 
 
To prove their patriotism, thousands 
of Japanese American young men 
joined the Army to defend the country 
that denied them their constitutional 
rights as citizens. Asahina recon-
structs the story of what Gen. George 
C. Marshall called "the most decorat-
ed unit in American military history for 
its size and length of service" through 
interviews with surviving veterans, 
exhaustive research and photos.  
 
Serving Our Country: Japanese  
American Women in the Military 
during World War II 
by Brenda L. Moore 
 
Following the 1941 
attack on Pearl 
Harbor and Ameri-
ca's declaration of 
war on Japan, the 
U.S. War Depart-
ment allowed up to 
five hundred Nisei  
Japanese  Ameri-
can women to en-
list in the Women's 
Army Corps and, 
in smaller numbers, in the Army Medi-
cal Corps.  Through in-depth inter-
views with surviving Nisei women who 
served, Brenda Moore provides fasci-
nating first-hand accounts of their ex-
periences.  

Bamboo Heritage February 2018 

The following excerpts are from “The Outcasts: Pearl Harbor’s Effect on Japanese 
Hoosiers”, a podcast about which journalism bicentennial intern Ellen Glover 
blogged.  All information was obtained from the Indiana University Library Archives. 
 

In January 1942, just a few weeks after the attack on Pearl Harbor, California Con-
gressman Leland Ford called for all people of Japanese descent on the west coast 
to be placed in internment camps. Shortly after, President Franklin Roosevelt en-
acted Executive Order 9066, which sanctioned the internment of Japanese de-
scendants.  .  .  .   
 

Japanese Americans who were attending west coast universities were essentially 
kicked out.  .  .  .  As a result, some university officials and the YMCA-YWCA joined 
forces and created the National Japanese Student Relocation Council under the 
supervision of the War Relocation Authority. This organization was meant to help 
those Japanese American college students who had to leave their west-coast 
schools, apply to inland schools like Indiana University.   
 

Indiana University first wrote about this council when W.C. Coffey , the president of 
University of Minnesota at the time, sent them a letter  in March of 1942. He asked 
what IU’s president, Herman B Wells, thought about accruing displaced Japanese 
American students. 
 

“Thus far, this has not be an important problem in our institution,” read IU’s re-
sponse about a week later. “We have no Japanese students and have not been 
approached with the view of our taking students who are to be evacuated from the 
coast region.” And that was that.  .  .  .   
 

Within weeks .  .  .  , IU got requests for 
admission from Japanese American stu-
dents. .  .  .  IU hadn’t come up with a 
solution for when this situation arose, so 
Wells and the Board of Trustees held a 
meeting to discuss whether IU would 
accept these students or not. 
 

In the meeting, Wells read off some so-
lutions other similar universities had 
come up with from a letter he had re-
ceived from the Dean of the Medical 
Center of the University of California. 
 

“Some have no policy at all, and others 
do have,” read Wells. “Chicago admits 
them but not to areas where there is government research work going on. Wiscon-
sin and Michigan were of the opinion they would admit them if proper military au-
thority on the west coast gave them clearance.” 
 

According to the Board of Trustees minutes, almost immediately three of the Board 
members voiced that the university should not admit any Japanese American stu-
dents.  One of the loudest proponents of this was board member Judge Ora L. Wil-
dermuth. “As I see it,” said Wildermuth in the meeting, “there is a difference in Jap-
anese and Germans or Italians—they are Aryans and can be assimilated but the 
Japanese can’t–they are different racially. I can’t believe that any Japanese, no 
matter where he was born, is anything but Japanese.”   
 

Several men at the meeting agreed.  .  .  .  The Board decided not to grant the four 
students admission. A month later, the Office of Admissions [said that], based on 
the “uncertain military status of Southern Indiana, Japanese students would not be 
admitted to Indiana University at this time.”  .  .  .   
 

Indiana University continued to ban Japanese Americans—with few exceptions—until the 
end of World War II.  To learn more about  efforts to lift this ban, visit http://blogs.iu.edu/
bicentennialblogs/2017/01/17/bicentennial-podcast-outcasts-the-effects-of-pearl-harbor/. 

‘The Outcasts’:  An Excerpt 

President Herman B Wells (left) and 
Judge Ora L. Wildermuth (right)  
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Orchids are the focus of a returning exhibit, a new tour and several workshops offered this 
month at Newfields (4000 North Michigan Road, Indianapolis). 
 
Visitors may experience bold, beautiful color in the gray of winter with Orchids, the muse-
um’s second annual orchid exhibition.  All over the Newfields‘ campus, these colorful and 
exotic plants will welcome guests with the first signs of spring.  
 
Escape the cold and discover colorful 
orchid varieties from around the world 
blooming inside the greenhouse. Explore 
the historic Lilly House as orchids fill the 
rooms with colorful décor and intoxicating 
aromas.  Visitors also may purchase 
plants in the Pop-Up Shop inside the mu-
seum. 
 
Currently, Newfields also offers Orchid 
Stories, a new tour designed  to treat 
guests to stories about orchid collectors 
and orchid lore while exploring the way in which various European, American and Japa-
nese artists have depicted flowers—especially orchids—in their art.  The tour will reveal—
where known--the artists’ opinions, thoughts and feelings about these marvelous flowers.   
 
During the tour, visitors will have some fun and expand their knowledge about these de-
lightful tropical plants and their connections to museum’s art collection.  The museum will 
offer this public tour daily at 2:00 p.m.— except for February 25 when the tours will occur 
at noon due to orchid-related events. 
 
In addition, Newfields will offer the following three classes about orchids: 
 
February 17 (10:00 a.m. - noon, Elder Greenhouse) 
Orchid Epiphyting (Cost:  $35 Member / $45 Public )  
Many orchids in nature are epiphytes, which indicates they may grow without soil. In this 
hands-on workshop, participants will learn to grow orchids in the air with an orchid expert. 
In addition to mounting their own orchid to take home, participants will learn which varie-
ties are best suited for thriving without soil. 

 
February 22 and 24 (6:30 - 8:30 p.m. and 
10 a.m. - noon, respectively;  
Elder Greenhouse) 
Orchid Terrariums (Cost:  $40 Member / 
$50 Public) 
Hoosiers don’t need to travel to tropical 
jungles to see miniature orchids growing 
and blooming.  With a little help from 
Greenhouse Specialist and Orchid Expert 
Ian Wilhite, they can make an orchid ter-

rarium for their Indiana home.  Participants will receive a fashionable glass container and 
all the material needed—including a miniature orchid. 
 
February 23 (6:30 - 9:30 p.m., Elder Greenhouse) 
Edible Orchids (Cost:  $65 Member / $75 Public)  
Recommended for guests 21 and over 
Do you enjoy delicious food and gorgeous flowers? Spend an evening surrounded by or-
chids while sampling tasty treats inspired by the orchid exhibition. The museum has com-
missioned local chefs to develop tasty treats inspired by the geometry and color of these 
captivating plants. In addition, you will sample two wines, and then choose a glass of your 
favorite. 
 
For more information or to register, visit www.discovernewfields.org. 
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Newfields Offers Fun with Orchids Hiroshige Exhibit   

 

Take a journey with renowned 
Japanese artist Utagawa Hiroshi-
ge through his breathtaking land-
scape prints of some of the 66 
provinces of Japan, currently on 
display at Newfields. 
 
JACL mem-
bers will 
have an op-
portunity to 
tour the ex-
hibit at 1:00 
p.m. on 
March 31.  
Admission is 
free to mu-
seum mem-
bers.  Res-
ervations 
requested. 
 
For those 
interested 
people who 
are not mu-
seum members, please contact  
Elinor Hanasono 
(hana@iquest.net) or Oren Coo-
ley at pastpfct@aol.com to re-
serve a space to attend.  A limited 
number of complimentary admis-
sions are available if reserved. 
  
Completed in 1856, Hiroshige’s 
Famous Views in the 60-Odd 
Provinces captured the beauty of 
Japan in vivid detail, just as lei-
surely travel was taking hold in the 
country. From famous landmarks 
to beachside cliffs, Hiroshige pro-
vided a window into every corner 
of 19th-century Japan.  
 
In a novel approach for landscape 
prints, Hiroshige used vertical 
compositions rather than the usual 
horizontal. This allowed him to 
emphasize deep distances, tower-
ing heights and unique vantage 
points. 
 
For more information, visit 
www.discovernewfields.org 

Utagawa Hiroshige 

(1797–1858), Buzen, 

The Tunnel Passage 

to Rakan Monastery, 

1854)  

 

 


