
 

Surviving Adversity: 

Calendar of Events 
 

 

All events below occur at the  
Bona Thompson Center  
(5350 University Ave.,  

Indianapolis)  
 
Friday, August 4 (6:00 p.m.)  
Surviving Adversity:  The  
Japanese American Journey  
Exhibit opening;  
Speaker: Gordon Yoshikawa 
from Cincinnati Chapter JACL 
 
Sunday, August 6  
(Noon-4:00 p.m.)  
Irvington Historical Society’s  
Ice Cream Social 
 
Sunday, August 13 (2:00 p.m.) 
DVD screening:  American Pastime 
 
Saturday, August 19 (2:00 p.m.)  
DVD screening: Of Civil Wrongs 
and Rights: The Fred Korematsu 
Story 
 
Saturday, August 26 
(9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.)  
Bird Pin Workshop 
Beginning woodcarving as made in 
camp, instructed by Bob Lawrence. 
Supplies provided, including wood-
carving knife. Bring sack lunch and 
work/leather gloves that can 
be cut.  18 years and older.   
Cost: $25. E-mail: annemoore@ 
att.net or telephone 317-353-2826. 
 
Saturday, September 2  
(2:00 p.m.)  
DVD screening:  Art of Gaman 
 
Saturday, September 23 
(9:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m.) 
Second Bird Pin Workshop  
Different design. Cost:  $25.  
E-mail annemoore@att.net or tele-
phone 317-353-2826 
 
Sunday, September 24 
(2:00 p.m.) 
DVD screening, Rabbit in the Moon 
(Tentative) 
 
Sunday, October 1 (2:00 p.m.) 
Panel Discussion 
 
 

President’s Message 

Surpassing Adversity: The Japanese American Journey, an exhibit to remember the 75th 
anniversary of Executive Order 9066, will occur at Irvington’s Bona Thompson Center 
(5350 University Avenue, Indianapolis) from August 4 to October 1. 
 
Japanese Americans, who experienced the wartime 
camps or relatives of these persons, have loaned more 
than 80 items used or made in those camps.  The exhibit 
uses these objects to enable visitors to explore the his-
torical and complex events related to the journey of Japa-
nese Americans through the events of the 1940s to to-
day. 
 
Many thanks for the loans, family profiles and other as-
sistance received for this exhibit.  We are indebted to the 
Bona Thompson Center for use of their facilities and the help of Paula Schmidt and Steve 
Barnett, both with the Irvington Historical Society (located at the Bona Thompson Center). 
 
The sidebar lists many events in conjunction with the exhibit that also will occur at the Bona 
Thompson Center.  In addition, the Indianapolis-Marion County Public Library (Central 
Branch) during its Welcome Week will feature the Hoosier Chapter JACL’s program on The 
Japanese American Incarceration During World War II.  Dr. Karen Inouye, faculty at Indiana 
University, will speak on that topic from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on September 18.  The event 
is free and open to the public. 
 
We are grateful to David Suzuki, Eric Langowski, Nancy Conner and Chuck Matsumoto for 
their outstanding participation earlier this year in several presentations of educational pro-
grams about the Japanese internment during World War II and the current concerns for 
other minorities in and immigrants to the United States. 
 
On another topic . . . 
 
Nancy Conner, our historian, has for many years protectively stored much of our Hoosier 
Chapter JACL records and documents in her home.  This spring, Nancy and I donated 4 
boxes of the paper collections, including newsletters, to the Indiana Historical Society (450 
W. Ohio St., Indianapolis).   
 
When the collections are properly processed, cataloged and stored, they will be available at 
the society for anyone to examine and research.  (Presently, the society’s contact person is 
Nicole Martinez-LeGrand, Multicultural Collections Coordinator.)  Visitors may copy papers  
for a fee, but no original items may be removed from the facility. We hope we have begun a 
safe and usable storage of our Hoosier Chapter JACL collections.  
 
We intend to add to and donate other collections, such as photos.  Our photos need identifi-
cation.  We would appreciate anyone's help in identifying people in these photos. If interest-
ed in this project, please contact me.  In addition, if anyone has papers, documents or pho-
tos that might be appropriate to add, please contact Nancy Conner.  An item can be copied 
before donating if the original is desired as a personal keepsake. 
 
Thanks to Nancy for organizing the initial donations of the Hoosier Chapter JACL collec-
tions to the Indiana Historical Society. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
                                                                   —Anne Moore, President, Hoosier Chapter JACL 
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Stand United Against 

Acts of Division  

 
by Eric Langowski, 
Hoosier Chapter JACL  
 
75 years ago last February, President 
Roosevelt issued an executive order 
which designated “exclusion areas” 
from which “any or all persons” could 
be removed 
by the military. 
My grand-
mother was 
forced to with-
draw from her 
college. She 
was arrested 
and placed 
under armed guard at the Santa Anita 
horse racetrack where she was lucky to 
not be assigned a horse stable for a 
three-month confinement. (Many others 
weren’t so lucky.)  
 
Later, incarcerated in the barren, deso-
late Colorado desert, her father quickly 
died of cancer.  Next, my great-uncle 
and thousands of Japanese Americans 
volunteered to join the 442nd Battalion, 
which is often referred to as the most 
decorated unit in American history due 
to its high casualty rates, where they 
fought and died for their country to both 
defend the freedom of their families 
and to prove that they were true Ameri-
cans. Yet, this true America was hold-
ing their families in the desert under 
armed guard. 
 
This story is not unique. In fact, there 
are over 120,000 stories just like my 
family’s. But, this story doesn’t belong 
just to them.  It is a stereotypically 
American story. This act of “race preju-
dice and war hysteria” happened in 
America, and in America it could hap-
pen again.  .  .  .   
 
Luckily, my grandmother got to live her 
American dream with only one caveat. 
She dedicated her life to helping oth-
ers, teaching early childhood education 
at a Chicago community college. The 
caveat though, is that her dream ex-
tended to me and my generation. She 
dreamed that the heritage of my gener-
ation would never deter us from our 
dreams. I can’t say that is true for mi-
norities, undocumented people or Mus-
lims in America. 
 
After 9/11, my community stood up 
against racial profiling and said “Never 
again”. .  .  .  On th[e] Day of Remem-
brance [and every day], we stand up 
again against the “Muslim Ban” and 
other acts of division. 
 
 

Surpassing Adversity: The Japanese American Journey, an exhibit to remember 
the 75th anniversary of Executive Order 9066, will occur at Irvington’s Bona 
Thompson Center (5350 University Avenue, Indianapolis) from August  4 to Oct. 1. 
 
Seventy-five years ago, after Japan’s 
attack on Pearl Harbor, President Roose-
velt signed an executive order resulting 
in the incarceration of 120,000 Japanese 
Americans from the West coast to re-
mote internment camps. Two-thirds of 
the population were American citizens.  
 
This exhibit, Surpassing Adversity: The 
Japanese American Journey, celebrates 
the resilience of those Japanese Ameri-
cans, and provides information of those 
historical years. They lost their jobs, 
farms, businesses and homes, and 
brought only what they could carry to ten 
camps in desolate areas of California, 
Idaho, Utah, Arizona, Colorado, Wyo-
ming and Arkansas.   
 
Most of the internees endured difficulties 
and survived with quiet determination 
during those years of internment from 
1942 to 1946.  While their families were 
interned, young Japanese American men 
were drafted from the camps into the 
U.S. Army.  
 
Incarcerees suppressed their anxieties through working, participating in community   
activities, gardening, creating art/crafts, and playing baseball. Incarcerees who 
voiced complaints and resentments were sent to Tule Lake camp.  After the war,  
the camp residents made choices for their future and moved on with their lives.  
 
The exhibit displays informative evidences of experiences of the Japanese Ameri-
cans during these years. Family profiles, artifacts, documents, poetry, and publica-
tions are included. 

Surpassing Adversity Opens August 4 

Dayton Chapter JACL greatly values its collegial 
partnership with the Hoosier Chapter, and wish-
es to continue to build on that relationship.   
 
As a result, Hoosier Chapter JACL members 
have been invited to join the Dayton Chapter 
JACL for its annual picnic on Sunday, August 
20, from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at Helke Park in 
Vandalia, Ohio.  It is located near the inter-
change of Interstate 70 and Interstate 75 and 
the Dayton International Airport, about 10 miles north of downtown Dayton.   
 
We look forward to an afternoon of fellowship, good food and lots of fun.  Please 
bring a favorite dish and join the Dayton Chapter—which will provide hamburgers, 
hotdogs, beverages, watermelon and tableware.  Hoosier Chapter members and 
friends interested in attending should contact Anne Moore at 317-353-2826 by Au-
gust 14.  If you are able to drive or if you need a ride, please let Anne know as well. 

Exhibit Schedule:  
Wednesdays and Saturdays 

(Noon—4:00 p.m.) 
Sundays (1:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m.) 

 
Exhibit Opening Night:  

Friday, August 4 (6:00—9:00 p.m.) 
Speaker:  Gordon Yoshikawa,  

Cincinnati JACL 
 
Free admission.  
Guided Group Tours by Appointment:  
Phone 317-352-2662 
 
Sponsored by Hoosier Chapter JACL 
and the Irvington Historical Society  
 
Exhibit  curated and designed by Anne 
Chieko Moore, President, Hoosier JACL 
 
See Page 1 for additional related events 
occurring in conjunction with this special 
exhibit. 

Dayton JACL Picnic August 20 
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Matcha Pound Cake  

by Thomas Ishikawa 
 

Ingredients 
 

 3 sticks of unsalted butter 

 300 grams of sugar 

 5 eggs 

 300 grams of self-rising flour 

 35 grams of green tea powder 
 
Tools Needed 
 

 Baking pan (34.3 cm x 24.4 cm x 
7.0 cm or 13.5 in x 9-5/8 in  

    x 2-3/4 in) 

 Baking parchment paper 

 Electric hand mixer 

 Bowls for sugar, flour, eggs, green 
powder 

 Mixing bowl (recommended big 
bowl) 

 
Instructions 
 

 Leave butter at room temperature 
until it is soft. 

 

 Beat the butter. 
 

 Mix sugar in the butter.  We recom-
mend adding 1/3 or ¼ of the sugar 
in and then mixing so the dried in-
gredients stay in the bowl. 

 

 Mix eggs in the batter. 
    —Add 2 eggs and mix. 
    —Add 2 eggs and mix. 
    —Add the last egg and mix. 
 

 Add flour and mix.  We recommend 
adding 1/3 or ¼ of the flour and 
mix. 

 

 Add Matcha powder and mix until it 
becomes smooth.  We recommend 
adding 1/3 or ¼ of the green tea 
powder and then mixing so the 
dried ingredients stay in the bowl. 

 

 Place parchment paper in the pan 
and add batter—spreading evenly 
in the pan. 

 

 Bake in the preheated (350°F) oven 
for 45 - 60 min. until the outer edge 
turns light brown.  Check for any 
uncooked parts by stabbing a skew-
er into the pound cake. 

 

 Take out of the oven to cool for 
about 10 – 15 minutes before cut-
ting.  Sprinkle with powdered sugar. 
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Japan attacked U.S. military bases in Hawaii (Pearl Harbor) on Dec. 7, 1941. Many 
people believed that the attack was the cause and justification of incarceration of 
the Japanese Americans on the West Coast.  
 
The decision to move the Japanese Americans into internment camps was the re-
sult of wartime hysteria, race prejudice and failure of political leadership. The na-
tion reacted without regard to intelligence information that Japanese Americans 
posed no security threat. The violation of con-
stitutional rights was sanctioned by President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt when he signed Execu-
tive Order 9066 on February 19, 1942, despite 
objections of Attorney General Frances Biddle 
and FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover, who felt the 
order was unconstitutional. The California lobby 
had pressured the federal government to re-
move and incarcerate all Japanese Americans 
on the West coast. Oregon and Washington 
supported California's demands.  
 
The Fifth and Sixth Amendments of The Constitution of the United States indicates: 
“No person shall be .  .  .  deprived of life, liberty or property without due process of 
law.” Under our constitutional system, citizens have the right to be safe from un-
warranted searches and seizures. They cannot be imprisoned for a lengthy period 
without a due process of law. All these constitutional rights were violated when per-
sons of Japanese ancestry were forced from their homes and sent to the camps. 
 
General John DeWitt, Military Commander of Western Defense, organized the ac-
tions and schedules for complete removal of Japanese by military zones.  During 
1942, 120,000 persons of Japanese ancestry, including the orphans, babies, the 
elderly, bedridden people, and adopted children were expelled from their homes. 
They came from the West coast states of Washington, Oregon, California and Ari-
zona. The adults lost their homes, successful productive occupations, equipment 
for work, security for the family and much more.  
 
Two-thirds of the incarcerees were American citizens by birth. There was not a 
ripple of protest from the general public for the incarceration. Governor Ralph Carr 
of Colorado, alone among the Western states, demonstrated the moral courage to 
express welcome to persons of Japanese ancestry, who had been accused of 
nothing, and invited them to move to Colorado.  
 
The internees were ordered to take with them only what they could carry (including 
a list of items they would need—like towels, sheets, dishes, cups, forks and 
spoons) and report to temporary camps (within 24 hours or a few weeks) at rodeos 
and fairgrounds until the permanent camps were ready. Many bank accounts were 
frozen and people were unable to access their moneys.  
 
After several months in the temporary camps, the incarcerees were sent by train 
and bus to one of 10 desolate inland camps surrounded by high barbed wire fenc-
es and armed guards in watch towers. Each family of up to eight members lived in 

one room 20' x 24' of a tar-papered 
barrack, with one electrical outlet for 
one light bulb attached to the center 
of the ceiling. Each person was pro-
vided with one metal folding cot. 
Heavy cotton bags were provided to 
be filled with straw and used for mat-
tresses.  
 

(Continued on Page 4) 

 

The Japanese American Journey 
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(Continued from Page 3) 

Meals were served in block mess halls; 38 cents per person per day was budgeted for 
meals. Unpartitioned latrines and showers were installed in a building in the center of each 
block. Some incarcerees were paid $12 to $19 per month, according to the work, such as 
cooking in the kitchens, serving in dining areas, cleaning latrines, farming fields for pro-
duce for the camps, teaching, working as secretaries in the offices and providing health 
care. The highest paid were physicians who received $19 per month.  

 

Every few days there were new forms to sign or a new 
rule to be followed. Laws were passed denying the right 
for American citizens in the camps to vote. Japanese was 
not permitted to be spoken at group meetings. Loyalty 
oaths were required from residents 17 years and older, 
causing dissension and worry among family members. 
Resisters were sent to Tule Lake camp and some of those 
were shipped to Japan.  
 

Residents relieved anxiety and stress by occupying themselves in creating arts and crafts 
with discarded and inexpensive supplies, drawing/painting watercolors, and growing at-
tractive small gardens. Hand-carved wooden bird pins were created in classes throughout 
the camps. Baseball also became an important group sport through enthusiastic leaders 
who organized the many players into teams in all ten camps. Equipment was well used by 
ball players at Gila River Relocation Camp, made famous by the legendary Kenichi Zen-
imura.  
 

In April 1943, 442nd for the regimental combat team of Japanese Americans was activat-
ed; 100th was composed of Hawaiian Japanese. On January 20, 1944, military draft for 
Japanese Americans was reinstated. Recruits for MIS were sent to Minnesota for training 
before the war with Japan was over. More than 30,000 Japanese American men served in 
uniform; more than 800 died in service.  
 

Japan surrendered on Sept. 2, 1945. The last camp closed in October 1946 at Tule Lake. 
Each incarceree was given $25 when leaving. Some of the Issei were reluctant to leave, 
since they no longer had homes, jobs or money, and no knowledge of a safe place to live. 
California had passed a law that temporarily refused reentry of Japanese to California. 
Some Japanese moved to Chicago and New Jersey, and later large numbers returned to 
California. 
 

On July 31, 1979, President Jimmy Carter signed a bill to create the Commission on War-
time Relocation and Internment of Civilians. Thanks to the tireless dedicated work of many 
volunteers, including those from Hoosier Chapter JACL and Nisei leaders in the govern-
ment, the survivors of the incarceration received redress.  
 

On August 10, 1988, President Ronald Reagan signed The Civil Liberties Act of 1988 re-
quiring payment of $20,000 and an apology to an estimated 60,000 survivors of more than 
120,000 people originally incarcerated. On Oct. 9, 1990, the first letters of apology signed 
by President George Bush were sent to oldest survivors of Executive Order 9066 at a De-
partment of Justice ceremony along with redress payment of $20,000 per person.  
 

During spring of 2014, 72 years after the mass incarceration, a letter of apology to Japa-
nese Americans by president of California State Grange, Bob McFarland, was sent to the 
president of the Japanese American Citizens League. Along with the American Legion, the 
California State Federation of Labor, the Native Sons of the Golden West, the Asiatic Ex-
clusion League, the Grange was a leader in promoting racial discrimination against Japa-
nese, ending Japanese immigration, barring Japanese from buying and owning land, call-
ing for deportation of all people of Japanese ancestry, and incarceration of Japanese 
Americans during WWII.  
 
The letter read, “On behalf of the members of the California State Grange, please accept 
this letter of apology to the Japanese American community for a discriminatory period in 
our history, of which we are not proud. . . . No words can compensate injustice and loss of 
property, freedom and dignity, but I hope this is a small step toward preventing a recur-
rence of racism and toward promoting equality for all people.” 
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The Japanese American Journey Hiroshige Exhibit   

 

Take a journey with renowned 
Japanese artist Utagawa Hiroshi-
ge through his breathtaking land-
scape paintings of the 66 provinc-
es of Japan in a new exhibit cur-
rently on view at the Indianapolis 
Museum of Art.  

Completed in 1856, Hiroshige’s 
Famous Views in the 60-Odd 
Provinces captured the beauty of 
Japan in vivid detail, just as lei-
surely travel was taking hold in the 
country. From famous landmarks 
to beachside cliffs, Hiroshige pro-
vided a window into every corner 
of 19th-century Japan. In a novel 
approach for landscape prints, 
Hiroshige used vertical composi-
tions rather than the usual hori-
zontal. This allowed him to em-
phasize deep distances, towering 
heights, and unique vantage 
points. 
 
Due to the light sensitivity of these 
pieces of art, this exhibition will 
consist of two rotations, each fea-
turing half of the 70 prints.  The 
exhibit closes April 1, 2018. 
 
For more information, visit 
www.imamuseum.org 

Utagawa Hiroshige (Japanese, 

1797–1858), Kai, 1853) 

 


