
Upcoming Events: 

Hoosier Chapter 

 
 

April 19 (5:00 p.m.)  
Hoosier Chapter JACL 

Ohanami Japanese Dinner    
at Taka & Tomoko 
Chubachi’s home  

9167 Crystal River Dr., Indy 
RSVP:  April 1 
(See Page 4.) 

 

 June 8   
Hoosier Chapter JACL 
 Annual Summer Picnic 
Cool Creek Park, Carmel 

Near S.R. 31 & 151st Street  
(Just north of Big Village Park 

Shopping Center) 
 
 

Around Indy   

 
 

March 15 (2:00 p.m.) 
My Neighbor Totoro 

Indianapolis Museum of Art 
4000 Michigan Road, Indy 

A delightful Japanese anime 
film that will charm families 

and adults with its whimsical 
characters and fanciful story. 

(See Page 4.) 
 

March 19 (7:30 p.m.) 
TAO: Phoenix Rising 

The Martial Art of 
Drumming 

The Palladium 
355 City Center, Carmel 

 
In a young and vibrantly 
modern take on a traditional 
art form, athletic bodies and 
contemporary costumes meet 
explosive Taiko drumming 
and innovative choreography 
in a performance bursting 
with extraordinary precision, 
energy and stamina. 

 

Message from New Hoosier JACL President 

As I begin my two year stint as president, I began to think about how long the 
Hoosier JACL has been in existence.  The chapter was formed in the bicentennial 
year of 1976—38 years ago.  For those of you who aren’t aware, I was president 
many years ago.  I guess I’m being recycled as has happened with other chapters 
across the country.  Several 
presidents have served multiple 
years and, for those individuals, we 
should be forever grateful for their 
contribution in keeping the chapter 
in good stead.   
 
Here are some facts that come to 
mind about what’s happened over 
the past 38 years.  Our first 
president was George Umemura, 
who’s now over 90 years old.  He 
and his wife, Jean, have moved to 
the Barrington of Carmel retirement 
community.  They are both Thousand Life Trust members of JACL.  One of our 
chapter presidents has moved to Hawaii, another moved to the west coast and, 
sadly, two of our former presidents are deceased.  The one constant over the years 
is that we’ve had the same Midwest District Council (MDC) director, Bill Yoshino, in 
Chicago.  When we became a new chapter in 1976, he decided to become a 
member of the Hoosier JACL and is still a member to this day despite the fact that 
he has always lived in Chicago.  Thank you, Bill, for your continued support and for 
being a strong voice for the Midwest District!  My recollection is that our membership 
was 2-3 times the numbers we have today.  We are not alone in seeing our 
membership number wane over the years.  If you read the Pacific Citizen, you can 
see that membership has dropped over the years for a multitude of reasons.  Since 
membership dues provide the bulk of the money needed to keep the National JACL 
programs afloat, there is a drive now to increase membership.  

 
We began 2014 with a successful Shinnenkai at the Indiana 
Humanities Council on January 26.  In order to service all of 
our expenses during the year, the chapter needs to have 
fundraising ideas.  Through efforts last year, it was decided 
that we will have a fundraising dinner in April at the home of 
Tomoko and Taka Chubachi.  All members should have 
received that information.  The Chubachis have graciously 
offered their home as the venue, and Taka will be preparing 
wonderful gourmet Japanese food for the event.  Other 
fundraising ideas are being considered by the Hoosier JACL 
Board.  We will be having our annual picnic on June 8 at the 

Cool Creek Park in Carmel and our holiday party in December.  Other possible 
events are being considered.  Of course, event and program ideas are not confined 
to the JACL Board.  I’m here as your president to carry out the needs of the chapter, 
so please feel free to contact me with your thoughts at any time. 

—Ken Matsumoto 

Bamboo Heritage 
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December at Ocean World  

 
Ocean World Restaurant was the site 
of the JACL Annual Holiday Party on 
December 8.  
 
Delicious and beautifully presented 
bento boxes of beef, chicken and 
salmon (teriyaki and shioyaki) were 
served, thanks to the special talents 
and skills of Sato-san and staff. Almost 
thirty people enjoyed the festivities. 

Mari and Peter Langowski served the 
welcome punch; Nancy Conner 
installed the 2014 Board; Ron 
Campbell spread cheer and gifts as 
Santa's helper; and Yas Matsumoto 
raffled door prizes.  

A big treat for all in attendance was 
music performed by a group of talented 
musicians: Dinah Montgomery (violin), 
Jerry Montgomery (French horn), Eric 
Langowski (cello) and Simon 
Langowski (bells).  They led everyone 
in singing Christmas carols, both in 
English and Japanese.  
 
Special thanks to Yaeko Alexander for 
making a cash donation to the Hoosier 
JACL at the holiday party. 
 

JACL Member New 

Address 

 
George and Jean Umemura 
1335 So. Guilford Road., Apt C1306 
Carmel, IN  46032 

The meeting at the Matsumotos’ home was called to order at 7:00 p.m.   
Present: Ken Matsumoto, George Hanasono,  Elinor Hanasono, Jerry Montgomery, 
Yas Matsumoto, Judi Campbell 
 
Board meeting minutes from 9-23-14 reviewed and approved without comment. 
 
2014 Hoosier JACL Board updated and confirmed with small changes: 

 President – Ken Matsumoto 

 Past President – George Hanasono 

 Vice President – Dinah Montgomery   

 Secretary – Judi Campbell 

 Membership – Elinor Hanasono 

 Treasurer – Ron Campbell 

 Program Co-Chairs – Jerry Montgomery, Peter Langowski 

 Newsletter editor – Anne Moore [Oren Cooley, Newsletter Layout]  

 Ways and Means – Yas Matsumoto 

 At Large – George Hanasono 

 Education/Youth – Mari Langowski (ex officio) 

 Historian/Archivist – Nancy Conner (ex officio) 
 
Comments on 2014 Shinnenkai:  Thirty people attended and the program was 
excellent.  Food was unusually good with lots of variety.  Ken Matsumoto sent a 
thank you note to Tae Carter for making the delicious ozoni.   Club will need to find 
another venue for this and other events during the winter months due to ice/snow.   
 
Chapter Membership:  George attended a membership webinar and presented 
summaried notes to the Board.  Membership is down nationally to about 9,000, with 
827 members lost over last year.  Thus, there is a focus on recruiting of lapsed 
members and also those who are on the mailing list who are not members yet.  
Elinor will recruit a couple of other non-board members to assist in membership  
drive.  Jean Umemura will not be able to continue as telephone committee member.  
Another person to replace Jean is being sought.   
 
Ways & Means:  Yas Matsumoto discussed the Ohanami Dinner Fundraiser on 
April 19 at the Chubachis’ home.  Buffet dinner to be prepared and presented by 
Taka Chubachi; dessert by Yas Matsumoto, Elinor Hanasono & Jerry Montgomery.   
Other possible fundraising ideas – Yas and Board:  Ball dolls discussed, including 
procurement of supplies and possibility of selling venues, AsiaFest and/or 
members. 
 
Program possibilities for 2014 and beyond – Jerry and Board 
 

 AsiaFest -- Culture booth—if Anne Moore is willing to do it.  Board is in support—
if contingencies met.  Ken will discuss with Anne. 

 No room in schedule for a Spring Pitch-in; Will consider having a Fall Pitch-in 
instead.  Possible dates:  September 14, 21, 28 or October 5. 

 June Picnic:  Discussed both possible dates and different venues. Jerry 
Montgomery searched online for information on Holliday Park (no shelters), 
Broadripple Park (costly rental – as much as Eagle Creek).  George Hanasono 
will look into availability at Cool Creek Park in Hamilton County for June 8.   

   Post meeting information – Cool Creek Park was reserved by George for June 8. 

 Ken reported that Anne Moore suggested doing another field trip.  He will discuss 
this further with Anne to get a better idea about what she would recommend for 
destinations and activities. 

 
(Continued on Page 3.) 

Hoosier JACL Board Minutes—Feb. 8 
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Ozoni for Five 

 

5 cups water 
1 piece kombu (dried kelp) 3" x 1 1/2" 
1 cup (5g) katsuobushi (dried bonito 
flakes) 
1 tsp. salt 
2 tsp. soy sauce 
5 mochi  cakes 
1 carrot 
5 fresh shiitake (or white) mushrooms 
1/2 bunch fresh spinach 
pink and white kamaboko (fish cake) 
lemon rind 
  

 Prepare ozoni soup stock.  Cut 
kombu into 4 strips, place in pan of 
cold water (5 cups).  Bring to boil 
over medium heat. When water 
begins to boil, remove the kombu.  

 Reduce to low heat. Add 1/4 c. cold 
water. Add katsuobushi. Turn up 
heat. When stock reaches full 
boil, remove from heat immediately.  

 Let katsuobushi settle to bottom of 
pan and strain through fine sieve. 
Discard flakes. Add salt, soy sauce. 

 To the soup stock, add and cook 
thin slices of carrots cut in cherry 
blossom shapes, 2 for each 
serving. 

 Add sliced mushrooms, fresh 
spinach cut in 2 inch lengths, and 
10 slices kamaboko. Bring to a boil 
and cook for 2 minutes. 

 Soften mochi cakes. Heat in 
microwave briefly or in a skillet till 
puffed and soft, or put in hot water 
for a few minutes.  

 In each individual serving bowl, 
arrange one mochi cake, 2 slices 
flower-shaped carrots, 3 slices 
mushroom, several leaves of 
spinach, and 2 slices of kamaboko.   

 Ladle hot soup over ingredients and 
float on top 2 or 3 slivers of lemon 
rind cut to look like pine needles.  

  

Sue Hannel Update  

  

Sue Hannel, a past president of the 
Hoosier JACL Chapter, has suffered a 
stroke and is partially paralyzed, 
unable to walk or talk.  She can see, 
hear and comprehend conversation.  
 

Sue's husband Charles said she 
would appreciate hearing from JACL 
members.  Contact her at 962 Seven 
Lakes North, West End, NC 27376 or 
shannel@embarqmail.com.  To speak 
to Charles, call 910-673-3485. 

Bamboo Heritage March 2014 

Newsletter – Anne and Oren (discussions by Board) 

 Next issue and deadline/how often do we publish?   Four times/year; 
Otherwise, just send separate announcement for events. 

 Contributions for content from whom?  Board members and others who know 
about what’s going on.   

 Distribution list and who keeps that list current? Elinor distributed the current 
list, which will be formatted electronically to ease in making changes. 

 Ken will distribute other MDC chapter newsletters to Board for ideas; Will 
forward on Bamboo Heritage to Bill Yoshino for distribution to other MDC 
chapters. 

 Do we distribute hard copies?/Should we?/Do we want a wider distribution?  
Elinor indicated that hard copies are distributed to members and friends on 
the distribution list who do not have e-mails. 

 
Spring 2015 MDC Meeting in Indianapolis – Do we want to host it?  Anne/Oren 

willing to organize the spring MDC meeting; Ken will look into what the MDC 
plans are for meetings to see if they need hosts. 

 
Next meeting:  In May after fundraiser dinner. 
 
Adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

—Respectfully submitted, 
Judi Campbell  

Happy New Year!  Almost thirty 
members braved the cold on January 26 
and were amply rewarded with a 
wonderful array of Japanese food. 
Delicious traditional ozoni was prepared 
by Tae Carter and enjoyed by all. Mochi 
for the ozoni was prepared by Nancy 
Sinclair, Yas/Ken Matsumoto and 
George/Elinor Hanasono. 
 
Thanks to Nancy Conner for making it 
possible for the Hoosier JACL Chapter to have this annual event in the lovely 
home-like setting of the Indiana Humanities Building. Thanks also to Board 
members who took care of drinks (including the fantastic welcome punch), set up 
and clean up, and paper supplies. Thanks to Tae Carter, Chieko Jacobs and Yas 
Matsumoto for sharing their ozoni bowls year after year.  
 

George Hanasono displayed the poster that he 
prepared for the Indiana Council for Social 
Studies conference in downtown Indianapolis 
in last November. He also distributed 
complimentary JACL educational curriculum 
guides and Midwest District Council calendars. 
 
Ken Matsumoto showed outstanding pictures 
of his recent fabulous trip to Japan with wife 
Yas. Tomiko Wickersham described and 

shared photos of her recent stay at  her sister's home in Japan. Jerry Montgomery 
then made a brief but excellent PowerPoint presentation about the Year of the 
Horse. Questions & answers followed each talk. 
 
Yas Matsumoto drew raffle numbers for several door prizes, including mochi 
packages.  Judi Campbell and Elinor Hanasono co-chaired this event. 

Hoosier JACL Celebrates Shinnenkai 2014 

Minutes (continued from Page 2) 
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Ohanami Japanese Dinner 

 
You are cordially invited to attend 
the Ohanami Japanese Dinner at 
5:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 19, at 
the home of Taka and Tomoko 
Chubachi (9167 Crystal River Drive, 
Indianapolis, IN  46240). 
 
Ohanami means cherry blossom 
viewing, so we will celebrate the 
beauty and joy of springtime while 
tasting traditional Japanese cuisine 
exquisitely prepared by Chubachi.   
 
The dinner, a fundraiser for the 
Hoosier Chapter JACL, costs $55 
per person ($45 of which is tax 
deductible).  Please make your 
check payable to Hoosier JACL and 
mail by April 1 to Yas Matsumoto,  
4240 Briarwood Drive, 
Indianapolis, IN  46250. Seating is  
limited to 22 respondents. 
 
For more Information, contact Yas at  
317.849.2667.    

The Asian Art Society will present My Neighbor Totoro, a Japanese anime film for all 
ages, at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 15, at the Toby Theater at the Indianapolis 
Museum of Art. 
 

This delightful animated film will charm families and adults with its whimsical 
characters and fanciful story. Satsuki, Mei and their father have moved to the 
country to be close to their ailing mother and discover that the forest around their 
home is inhabited by Totoros — mystical creatures whom they befriend. By one of 

Japan’s greatest animators, Hayao Miyazaki, My 
Neighbor Totoro is heartwarming and visually 
enchanting. Originally released in Japan in 1988, 
IMA will screen a 35mm print of the English 
dubbed version released in 1993.  
 
Popcorn and soda will be available to complete 
the movie afternoon.  Refreshments will help 
support the Asian Art Society's continuing efforts 
to buy art for the Asian Collection of the IMA. 
 

Tickets:  Free for Asian Art Society members;  
$5 IMA members; $9 public.  
 
For more information, contact the Indianapolis 
Museum of Art at 317-923-1331.  

Bamboo Heritage March 2014 

‘My Neighbor Totoro’ at IMA 

 


